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America," " Mr. T. Jones, South Africa," invite personation
and are a source of danger to the public.
Mr. Allen says that Mr. Taaffe’s letter was an addendum

to our article. It was not. But we own that we mistook
Mr. Taaffe’s meaning. We are glad that the names of the
dead men which Mr. Taaffe mentioned have been removed
from the Register, but if Mr. Allen can produce this infor-
mation why cannot he produce information concerning other
dead Irishmen who still live in the official roll of their
profession ? 7
We courteously repeat that it would be well if the General

Medical Council gave the profession a more accurate

Register. We do this without being in the least blind to the
energy of the Registrar or to the arduous nature of his task.
But the Register is dangerously incorrect, and it is our duty
to point this out until improvement under some systematic
method of emendation has taken place. We shall watch
next year’s issue with interest.

ASYLUM REPORTS.

London County Asylu7n, Banstead (Annual Report for
1899).-The average number of patients resident during the
year was 2436, and comprised 1069 males and 1367 females.
During the year 441 patients were admitted, 261 being males
and 180 females. Of these 83-viz., 36 males and 47
females-were not first admissions. Dr. T. C. Shaw, the
medical superintendent, states in his report that in many
of the cases there were few symptoms of insanity present
on admission ; these were mostly alcoholic cases " which
would have been better detained at the workhouse a short
time longer and then discharged. The form of disease was
not of a very excited type." Many cases of general paralysis
among the admissions were of the demented type. Among
the causes of insanity in the admissions drink was an etio-
logical factor in 18 per cent. of cases, hereditary taint was
acknowledged in 15 per cent., while the existence of
previous attacks was shown in 23 per cent. All these
numbers were probably below the truth. During the year

’ 

170 patients (94 males and 76 females) were discharged as
recovered, or 6’9 per cent. of the average number resident.
The deaths during the year amounted to 196-viz., 129 males
and 67 females, or 8’0 per cent., as calculated on the same
basis. During the year 112 post-mortem examinations were
made. It is believed that improvement in the system of
heating the building during the night has caused a material
improvement in the hygiene of the asylum community.
Among the deaths during the year 2 were due to Bright’s
disease, 6 to senile decay, 12 to cerebral apoplexy, 13 to
cardiac and valvular disease, 18 to epilepsy and chronic cere-
bral disease, 21 to bronchitis and pneumonia, 24 to phthisis,
38 to general paralysis of the insane, and 51 to chronic brain
wasting. In one case of death due to fracture of the
sternum an inquest was held and an inquiry into the
circumstances was made by the Commissioners in Lunacy,
but no light could be thrown as to the manner in which
this casualty was sustained. Dr. Shaw refers to the
question of the separate treatment of phthisical patients
and to a special report made by him to the Asylums
Committee. A nurse and a male attendant died from

phthisis. Five patients escaped from the asylum and four
of these were brought back shortly after. With the

exception of influenza there has been no outbreak of
disease during the year. The Lunacy Commissioners in
their report advert to the fact that no seclusion has been
resorted to during the year preceding their visit and in only
one case has mechanical restraint been adopted. The case-
books and the medical records generally are adequately kept.
" The record of service is very satisfactory. However, nine
attendants were, since the last visit, dismissed for mis-
conduct, and three of each sex were allowed to resign to

escape dismissal." The wards were generally found very
clean and bright. The Commissioners urge the provision of a
laundry for foul linen which has long been needed and which
constitutes a want that should certainly be supplied. The
asylum sub-committee state in their report that the profit
realised on the farm during the year amounted to 464 6s.
A water-softening plant has been put down and is in

operation. 24 employe’s of the asylum were serving with
the colours in South Africa and allowances not exceeding
half pay have been granted in 16 cases. Building, repairs,

additions, and alterations have been made during the year
at a total cost of about &pound; 8932.

S11jfolk Oounty Asylw)b (Anmlal Report for 1899).-The
average number of patients resident during the year was
605 and comprised 266 males and 339 females. During the
year the admissions amounted to 196-viz., 93 males and
103 females. Of these 10 males and 9 females were not
first admissions. Dr. James R. Whitwell, the medical

superintendent, points out in his report that there were 15
patients at the end of the year belonging to the county more
than at the beginning, that this, as in the case of the annual
increase of the previous year, was " in excess of the average
usually considered to be normal to this asylum," and would
probably necessitate boarding out at an early date. A con-
siderable proportion of the admissions were found to be in
a condition of serious physical ill-health "owing to the

regrettable tendency to retain patients suffering from acute
mental disease at home." A considerable number of the
admissions were of the aged, chronic, and harmless class to
whom asylum treatment could be of no service, and whose
removal from workhouse to asylum meant a very consider-
able increase of maintenance-expense to ratepayers with.
out any corresponding advantage. A certain number of out.
patients continued to come from time to time for advice or
treatment, chiefly from the union districts nearer to the
asylum. Some of these have made good recoveries, while
others have required re-admission. During the year 71
patients-viz., 35 males and 36 females-were discharged
as recovered, or 11’7 per cent. of the average number
resident. The deaths amounted to 70-viz., 36 males and 34
females-or 11’5 per cent., as calculated on the same basis.
Of the deaths two were due to epilepsy, two to bronchitis,
six to tuberculosis, six to senile decay, eight to general
paralysis of the insane, 13 to chronic Bright’s disease, and
19 to cardiac and valvular diseases. Post-mortem examina-
tion was made in every case with the exception of one.

Inquests were held by the coroner in the case of one
male and one female patient, who died somewhat suddenly,
but from natural causes. The only serious casualty was
the case of a male patient who, while out on trial,
committed suicide by throwing himself in front of a train
in motion. Great efforts have been made to keep as

many patients as possible usefully occupied or employed
both for their own good and as a source of economy. Thus
73 per cent. of male and 87 per cent. of female patients
were employed in farm, garden, needlework, laundry, and
otherwise. New farm-buildings are being erected to
accommodate a larger number of cows, as the milk-supply has
proved insufficient. The water-supply was satisfactory, but
the same could not be said of the gas, which, however, will
soon be superseded by the electric light. The cost of main-
tenance has risen somewhat during the year owing to a
variety of causes, including increased price of goods, increase
of the staff of nurses and attendants, the necessity of keep-
ing vacancies in the asylum, and boarding-out of patients.
The Lunacy Commissioners in their report state that all floors
are now cleaned by dry rubbing, that the surroundings of the
patients have been ameliorated, and that it is proposed to
dispose of the sewage in future by Dibdin’s system of bac-
terial tanks. It has been decided to increase the accommo-
dation of the asylum by 280 beds and not to build a second
asylum in another part of the county. The case books and
post-mortem records are kept carefully and intelligently.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN 33 of the largest English towns 5947 births and 4017
deaths were registered during the week ending Dec. 1st.
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which
had been 16-9, 17-6, and 17-6 per 1000 in the three pre-
ceding weeks, further rose to 18’0 last week. In London
the death-rate was equal to 17’9 per 1000, while it averaged
18’2,in the 32 large provincial towns. The lowest death-rates
in these towns were 9’1 in Croydon, 12’3 in Cardiff and in
Norwich, 13’8 in West Ham, and 14’5 in Blackburn; the
highest rates were 21’5 in Wolverhampton, 22’8 in Halifax,
22’9 in Liverpool, and 26-9 in Sunderland. The 4017 deaths
in these towns included 356 which were referred to the prin-
cipal zymotic diseases, against numbers decreasing from 485
to 351 in the five preceding weeks; of these, 89 resulted from


